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March 13, 2024

Re: Review of writings by Ainura Bolysbayeva

| have read two articles and a dissertation summary by Ainura Bolysbayeva. These

Materials demonstrate several abilities that qualify her for a Ph.D. in religious studies.

Furst, the work demonstrates knowledge of major retigious trends globally and in
Kazakhstan, For example, she discusses global trends in feminization of religious
extremism and terronism. The description of how Mustim belief and practice might be
impacted following rule by an atheist regime is interesting. Also, the growing importance of
Islam among women in Kazakhstan 1s noted. This awareness is demonstrated by

references 10 a wide variety of writings about the topics of her papers.

Second, theoretical ideas in sociology and social psychology are used to inform questions
and interpretations. One paper offers a social psychological portrait of female terrorists.
The published paper describes different dimensions of religious belief and practice. Both
papers and the dissertation show awareness of the context within which religiosity I1s
expressed.

Third, this work utilizes an impressive array of data including in-depth interviews, an online
survey, and records to draw conclusions regarding religious expenence. The paper on
religious extremism relies on biographies and interviews of six convicted women. The
paper on female religiosity is based on a poll of 750 women. The dissertation examines
archive photographs of women over time, The third chapter of the dissertation is based on

in-depth interviews with women.

The combination of these abilities yields several important conclusions regarding the
intersection between beliefs, practices, everyday life, and, in some cases extremist
activities associated with Islam. Several findings are important. For example, there is
significant overlap between folk beliefs in amulets, Psychics, numerology and feng shui,
and standard beliefs in Islam. Women in Kazakhstan selectively engage in specific

behaviors encouraged in Islam such as fasting and prayer, but not others such as regular




religious study or wearing the hijab Women also have varying degrees of acceptance of
social practices including civil marnage without Nikah and elective abortion Many women

overstate their level of religiosity. Extreme behaviors may be explained by a superficial and

incomplete understanding of the core doctrines of Islam.

In the sociology Program at Brigham Young University, we place substantial emphasis on
statistical analysis including tests of statistical significance and multi-variate analysis. The
polling data is certainly amenable to this statistical approach. But if you do not require this

approach in your program, | think the presentation of results 1s certainly adequate.
Based on this review, | have no objections to conducting a dissertation defense.

| hope this review will be helpful. Feel free to contact me «f you have any further guestions.
T&\ o
-
Tim B. Heaton
Professor Ementus of Sociology
Brigham Young University

Email: umbheaton67@gmail com
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2024 xpunrst 13 HayphI3
TakbIpbiObl: AfiHypa BonsicGaeBanbiH enbeKTepine momy

Men A¥inypa BonbicGaeBaHbiH €Ki Makamackl MeH AMCCEPTALMACHIHBIH KbICKaLla
Ma3MYHBIMCH TaHBICTBIM. Byn Matepuaniap oublH Aintany canaceinaa Ph.D.
JpexeciH anyra JaiblKk eKeHiH KepceTeTiH GipHelle MaHBI3ABI KabineTTepiH
nanenneini.

Bipinmines, Oyn enbexre sxahammeik skome KasakcTamnarsl Herisri miHu
Ypaicrepaeri Gimimin kepcerexi. Meicanbl, aBTOp MiHM 3KCTPEMH3M MEH
TEPPOPH3MIi cbeMHHmauH,qnaym.m xahaHIBIK YpAICTEpiH KapacThIpajbl.
ATEHCTIK PeXHMMHEH KelliH MYCEUIMAH/IBIK CEeHiM MeH ToXXipubeHiH Kanai esrepyi
MYMKIH €KeHi KBI3BIKTHI cumarTanrad. Compaii-ak, KasakcTamarsl alienzep
apacblH/la HCIIaMHBIH MaHBI3BIHBIH apThI KeJle J>KaTKaHel aranm erinedi. byn
AeHrelzeri xabapaapiblK OHBIH MaKalalaphIHAAFbI TaKpIpbINTapra OaiIaHBICTEI
KEH ayKbIMJIbI ICPEKKO3/IEpre CLITEME XKacayblHaH GalKanasl.

Exinmizien, 3epTTeynepae cypakTapabl Tanay xoHe AepeKTepli TYCIHAipy YIIiH
ONIEyMETTaHY MEH JJIeyMeTTiK IICHXOJOTHSHBIH  TEOPHSIBIK  HMAEsIaphl
naifananeuiaael. MakananapaslH OipiHoe naHKec oHeENIEpAIH  JNEYMETTIK-
NICUXOJIOTHSJIBIK TIOPTPETi KepceTinreH. backa Makanaja AiHM HaHBIMAAp MEH
NpaKkTHKaNapAblH TYPJi aclmekTinepi KapacTelpputafel. Eki Makana MeH
JAMccepTalusaa AiHM CeHiMHIH Oenrini 6ip aleyMeTTiKk KOHTEKCTe Kajiaii KepiHic
TabaThIHbI KOPCETILIreH.

YminmigeH, 6y1 eH6exrepie NiHW TaXipube Typasisl KOPBITBIHABI JKacay YIIiH
TepeHIEeTiNreH cyxbaTTap, OHNalH cayaHaManap XK9He apXHBTIK MaTepHaIAap/bl
KaMTHUTBIH KeH ayKbIMABl Aepekrepre HerizfenreH. J[IHW 3KCTpeMH3M Typalibl
MaKajla COTTAJIFaH aJIThl dieNiH eMipbasHel MeH cyx0aThl OOMBIHINA JXa3bUIFaH.
Oifenaepaiy AiHAApibIFBl Typanbl 3eprrey 750 aifen apacelHia Xyprisiire
cayajHama HOTWXKeJepiHe Kypsulrad. Jlucceprauus op Typii Ke3eHJeri
oMeniepiH MyparaTThIK (QOTOCYpeTTepiH TanfayAsl KaMTHABL. JluccepTauusHbH
ymiHmi Tapaybl oHeNJepMEH OKYpri3UITeH TepeHAeTUIreH cyxbarrapra
HeTi3/1e/reH.

OckHl 3epTTeyJIepAiH Yinecyi NiHu ceHimMaep, Toxipubenep, KYHIENKTI oMip XkoHe
Kefibip okarmaiimapga McIaMMeH 0aiaHBICTBI  3KCTPEMHCTIK  SpEKETTep
apacHIHJaFel ©3apa OaiimaHBICTEl TyciHyre MyMKiHAik Oepeni. Keii6ip
TYKBIDHIMAAD €peKile MaHbI3AE. MbICanbl, XanblK apachlHIa Tymapinap,
Ganrepiaep, HyMepoJIOrus xaHe (IH-IIyire I€reH CEeHIM MEH JACTYPJi HCIaMJIBIK
HaHBIMZAp apachiHAarsl Gaiimaneic meH Toreicynap Gap. Kasakcranna oiiennep
ucaamaarsl Oesrini 6ip AiHK MiHOETTEpAl, MBICANIB], Opa3a ycTay MEH Hama3 OKY/Ibl
OpBIHAANABI, Gipak AiHu OiniM anyra Hemece Xumkab Kuiore aca MoH Gepmeiini.



ConBIMEH KaTap, SMEIICPIIH a3aMaTTLIK Heke (Heke Kiio paciMitici3) MeH epikTi
je KYKTIIKTL XACAHIBL TYPAS TOKTaTyra Ke3KapacTaphl oprypni. Kenrere#
ppep ©3ACPIHIH IUHH ceHiMZepin ackipa Garanaibl. DKCTPEMHCTIK MiHe3-
Lk KeOiHece MCIAMHEIH Herisri imimaepin ycripr xaHe TONBIK TycinbeyaeH

TybiH naﬁnbl-

aife

poura SIHT YHUBEPCHTETIHIH aneymeTTaHy GarnapnamachiHzia CTATHCTHKAIBIK

ayra, COHBIH 1MIIH/E CTATHCTHKANBIK MaHBI3/IBLIBIKTH] TecTineyAi xoHe Kol
¢am-opn§l TajlAayra epel_ﬂlle keHU1 Genemiz. CayanHama JepeKTepi oChIHaM
guicTepAl KOTIAHY —YUIH TONBIK Kapampel. Anaiima, erep 6yr Ci3fiH
garzapiaManbi3/ia h_/llHILerri Gonbin TabbUIMaca, YCHIHBUIFAH HOTHXEIED, MEHIH
oiiBIMILIA, JKETKUIIKTI TYp/ie HeTi3/IeNreH. |

Ocl MiKip HET131HAC MEH NUCCEPTALHAHBI KOPFayFa KapChUIBIK 6ingipMenMiH.

Ocsl MiKip MaHJATIBI Gonamer gen ymitreHemin. Erep cizge KochMIIa CYpakTap
Gonca, MaFaH XabapIIachIHBI3.

Tum b. XUTOH

Bpuram STHr YHHBEPCHUTETI

DneymeTTaHy GOHBIHILIA KYPMETTi Ipodeccop
E-mail: timbheaton67@gmail.com




